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the field of social capital still lacks a recognized general theory accordingly various and sometimes inappropriate measurements are used for it julia häuberer contributes

to filling in this gap and provides progress towards the creation of a formalized social capital theory based on the founding concepts of social capital of bourdieu 1983

and coleman 1988 and current concepts of putnam 2000 burt 1992 and lin 2001 the second part of the monograph focuses on the quality of measurements of the more
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general concept of social capital derived in the first part therefore the telephone survey social relationships among czech citizens conducted as a test retest experiment

is analyzed this book is valuable reading for academics in sociology and political science

the idea of social capital is increasingly prominent in international national and local policy making and in the social sciences however its rapid rise to prominence has

not been matched by proper scrutiny of the idea and its consequences this book provides the first full critical analysis of social capital written by authors from a wide

range of disciplinary and policy backgrounds the book asks searching questions is the concept of social capital really new does it offer significant anaytic purchase can

it be an operational as opposed to rhetorica concept can policies based on social capital deal with conflict and social exclusion these issues are explored through

studies of education health political science urban regeneartion economic development and other areas and disciplines the authors who include academics professionals

and policy specialists are all distinguished and prominent contributors in their own fields

in social capital at the community level john halstead and steven deller examine social capital formation beyond the individual level through a variety of disciplines

planning economics regional development sociology as well as non traditional approaches like engineering and built environmental features the notion of social capital in

community and economic development has become a focus of intense interest for policy makers practitioners and academics the notion is that communities with higher

levels of social capital networks trust and norms will prosper both economically and socially in a practical sense how do communities use the notion of social capital to

build policies and strategies to move their community forward are all forms of social capital the same and do all have a positive influence on the community to help gain

insights into these fundamental questions social capital at the community level takes a holistic interdisciplinary or systems approach to thinking about the community

while those who study social capital will acknowledge the need for an interdisciplinary approach most stay within their disciplinary silos one could say there is strong

bonding social capital within disciplines but little bridging social capital across disciplines the contributors to social capital at the community level have made an attempt

to build that bridging social capital while disciplinary biases and research approaches are evident there is significant overlap about how people with different disciplinary

perspectives think about social capital and how it can be applied at the community level this can be from neighborhoods addressing a localized issue to a global

response to a natural disaster this book is an invaluable resource for scholars researchers and policy makers of community and economic development as well as rural



Globalization Social Capital And Inequality

3 Globalization Social Capital And Inequality

sociologists and planners looking to understand the opaque process of social capital formation in communities

social capital is a relatively new concept in the social sciences in the last twenty or so years it has come to indicate that networks of social relationships represent a

resource for both the individual and society since they provide support for the individual and facilitate collective action although this is not an entirely new idea the more

systematic way in which social capital captures such an intuition has created a new theoretical paradigm and helped to develop a series of innovative research

programmes in politics economics and the study of human well being the concept has gained currency beyond academia extending its influence to political and policy

making circles at local national and international levels it has also affected the way in which social surveys are conceived and public policies assessed as the idea of

social capital has spread the literature about it has increased exponentially after twenty years of rapid expansion it is time for a more considered and critical

assessment of how the original concept has been adapted and refined and how successful its application has been the handbook of social capital intends to do

precisely that it offers a state of the art view of discussions about the concept of social capital and the way in which it has been applied in empirical research the

organization of the handbook reflects this intention by focusing on conceptual development and analysis in the first part by identifying two main areas of research in

which social capital has favoured the development of new and influential research programmes political participation in democratic societies and economic development

and by exploring the more normative and policy oriented consequences of social capital all chapters comprising the volume were specifically written for the handbook

by some of the main experts in the fields the book provides authoritative and innovative introduction to the study of social capital

social capital and health discusses social capital a concept that originated in the social sciences and its application to the field of public health the editors take care to

define the concept of social capital describe its theoretical origins and discuss the controversies and debates surrounding the use of the concept in public health

research and practice the book provides a comprehensive tool kit of current approaches to measure social capital further the book surveys the empirical evidence

linking social capital to physical and mental health outcomes health related behaviors like smoking and aging related outcomes

this volume provides a collection of critical new perspectives on social capital theory by examining how social values power relationships and social identity interact
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with social capital this book seeks to extend this theory into what have been largely under investigated domains and at the same time address long standing classic

questions in the literature concerning the forms determinants and consequences of social capital social capital can be understood in terms of social norms and

networks it manifests itself in patterns of trust reciprocity and cooperation the authors argue that the degree to which and the different ways in which people exhibit

these distinctively social behaviours depend on how norms and networks elicit their values reflect power relationships and draw on their social identities this volume

accordingly adopts a variety of different concepts and measures that incorporate the variety of contextually specific factors that operate on social capital formation in

addition it adopts an interdisciplinary outlook that combines a wide range of social science disciplines and methods of social research our objective is to challenge

standard rationality theory explanations of norms and networks which overlook the role of values power and identity this volume appeals to researchers and students

in multiple social sciences including economics sociology political science social psychology history public policy and international relations that employ social capital

concepts and methods in their research it can be seen as a set of new extensions of social capital theory in connection with its themes of social values power and

identity that would advance the scholarly literature on social norms and networks and their impact on social change and public welfare

social capital is a key concept in academic research and policymaking internationally it focuses attention on social relationships values and access to resources in

families communities regions and nations but does the concept with its focus on particular aspects of social life and the thrust of its influence on policy initiatives hide

more than it illuminates is it even harmful can social capital ideas be amended or adapted to bring other issues into view or are there alternative concepts that are better

able to address contemporary social economic and political life this edited collection brings together contributions including from internationally renowned researchers

that assess social capital as a theoretical concept its shaping of policy development and its practices in research and everyday life some reveal the conceptual lacks

and policy drawbacks of social capital and put forward alternatives others pursue mainstream models and their adaptation

social capital is a principal concept across the social sciences and has readily entered into mainstream discourse in short it is popular however this popularity has taken

its toll social capital suffers from a lack of consensus because of the varied ways it is measured defined and deployed by different researchers it has been put to work

in ways that stretch and confuse its conceptual value blurring the lines between networks trust civic engagement and any type of collaborative action this clear and
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concise volume presents the diverse theoretical approaches of scholars from marx coleman and bourdieu to putnam fukuyama and lin carefully analyzing their

commonalities and differences joonmo son categorizes this wealth of work according to whether its focus is on the necessary preconditions for social capital its

structural basis or its production he distinguishes between individual and collective social capital from shared resources of a personal network to pooled assets of a

whole society and interrogates the practical impact social capital has had in various policy areas from health to economic development social capital will be of immense

value to readers across the social sciences and practitioners in relevant fields seeking to understand this mercurial concept

this timely volume puts emphasis on the effect of social capital on everyday life how the routines of daily life lead people to get involved in their communities focussing

on its micro level causes and consequences the book s international contributors argue that social capital is fundamentally concerned with the value of social networks

and about how people interact with each other the book suggests that different modes of participation have different consequences for creating or destroying a sense of

community or participation the diversity of countries institutions and groups dealt with from indian castes to dutch churches from highly competent everyday makers in

scandinavia to politics avoiding belgian women and irish villagers offers fascinating case studies and theoretical reflections for the present debates about civil society

and democracy

societies work best where citizens trust their fellow citizens work cooperatively for common goals and thus share a civic culture the accumulation of reciprocal trust as

demonstrated by voluntary efforts to create common goods builds social capital and contributes to effective government this volume advances the study of social

capital across chronological and geographical space it examines voluntary associations comparatively and cross culturally as indicators of citizen readiness for civic

engagement this book is ultimately about the pattern of social and civic interactions in past times and how these patterns may no longer exist

leading scholars in the field of social networks from diverse disciplines present the first systematic and comprehensive collection of current theories and empirical

research on the informal connections that individuals have for support help and information from other people expanding on concepts originally formulated by pierre

bourdieu and james coleman this seminal work will find an essential place with educators and students in the fields of social networks rational choice theory institutions
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and the socioeconomics of poverty labor markets social psychology and race the volume is divided into three parts the first segment clarifies social capital as a concept

and explores its theoretical and operational bases additional segments provide brief accounts that place the development of social capital in the context of the family of

capital theorists and identify some critical but controversial perspectives and statements regarding social capital in the literature the editors then make the argument for

the network perspective why and how such a perspective can clarify controversies and advance our understanding of a whole range of instrumental and expressive

outcomes social capital further provides a forum for ongoing research programs initiated by social scientists working at the crossroads of formal theory and new

methods these scholars and programs share certain understandings and approaches in their analyses of social capital they argue that social networks are the

foundation of social capital social networks simultaneously capture individuals and social structure thus serving as a vital conceptual link between actions and

structural constraints between micro and macro level analyses and between relational and collective dynamic processes they are further cognizant of the dual

significance of the structural features of the social networks and the resources embedded in the networks as defining elements of social c

neighborhood support groups have always played a key role in helping the poor survive but combating poverty requires more than simply meeting the needs of day to

day subsistence social capital and poor communities shows the significant achievements that can be made through collective strategies which empower the poor to

become active partners in revitalizing their neighborhoods trust and cooperation among residents and local organizations such as churches small businesses and

unions form the basis of social capital which provides access to resources that would otherwise be out of reach to poor families social capital and poor communities

examines civic initiatives that have built affordable housing fostered small businesses promoted neighborhood safety and increased political participation at the core of

each initiative lie local institutions church congregations parent teacher groups tenant associations and community improvement alliances the contributors explore how

such groups build networks of leaders and followers and how the social power they cultivate can be successfully transferred from smaller goals to broader political

advocacy for example community based groups often become platforms for leaders hoping to run for local office church based groups and interfaith organizations can

lobby for affordable housing job training programs and school improvement social capital and poor communities convincingly demonstrates why building social capital is

so important in enabling the poor to seek greater access to financial resources and public services as the contributors make clear this task is neither automatic nor
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easy the book s frank discussions of both successes and failures illustrate the pitfalls conflicts of interest resistance from power elites and racial exclusion that can

threaten even the most promising initiatives the impressive evidence in this volume offers valuable insights into how goal formation leadership and cooperation can be

effectively cultivated resulting in a remarkable force for change and a rich public life even for those communities mired in seemingly hopeless poverty a volume in the

ford foundation series on asset building

the idea of a social capital research program has become increasingly significant within the social sciences this collection of essays considers integration and

standardization of measurement instruments and research on social capital

this is the first book on social capital and trust informed by a critical geographical perspective the authors examine the role of social capital in the constitution and

reproduction of urban networks of trust in different places and contexts they explore how social capital and trust are reflected in the capacity of these networks to

achieve their goals and to deliver specific forms of urban development in a number of finnish and italian cities finland and italy present in many ways two almost

paradigmatic cases of how social capital and trust can work in extremely different and yet very effective ways in the production of the urban they are two almost ideal

laboratories for experimenting new definitions and new understandings of the concepts in question

for this book bartkus and davis assembled the social capital equivalent of the new york yankees slugger s row of the 1950s recruiting some of the best hall of fame

hitters around along with a number of future stars still early in their careers the result is a good reflection of the current state of the literature on social capital robert d

putnam harvard university us social capital is widely used and sometimes mis used by scholars policymakers and the general public the time has come for thoughtful

reflection synthesis and informed criticism regarding this important concept bartkus and davis have developed a ground breaking collection of essays exploring the

ideas and evidence underpinning social capital denise m rousseau carnegie mellon university us at heart social capital is a simple concept that relationships matter

bartkus and davis foster a vibrant debate among leading scholars as to the critical definition creation and consequences of social capital i commend bartkus and davis

for their interdisciplinary efforts for there is no more important challenge facing the social sciences today than the exploration of trust and social capital in our society
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father theodore hesburgh university of notre dame us social capital has taken the social sciences by storm yet remains fraught with controversy despite its complexity

and conceptual difficulties the persistent interest in social capital arises from the fact that it helps us make sense of why people do what they do this book showcases

new innovative research in economics politics sociology and management regarding the topic leading scholars from a variety of disciplines present ground breaking

new research exploring the still undiscovered value of social capital the book employs a self consciously multi disciplinary approach to address two objectives reaching

out and reaching in through theoretical and empirical scholarship the authors explore the many contexts in which the phenomenon can have impact in effect social

capital research reaches out to issues of economic well being civic participation educational achievement knowledge and norm formation and competitive advantage

further the authors investigate the many connections between the core themes of social capital and the pillars on which it rests including structural networks cognition

relationships and trust this book is fundamentally about bridging bridging across disciplines units of analysis and themes scholars students and other interested readers

from the social sciences and management will find this book challenging and illuminating

the social capital approach takes these factors seriously as causes of behavior and collective social outcomes the social capital approach does this in ways that are

consistent with continued and lively development of neoclassical economics and rational choice approaches in sum the social capital approach improves the knowledge

of macro political and economic phenomena by expanding the factors to be incorporated in such knowledge and by constructing richer causality among those factors

and by achieving these without dismissing the insights from neoclassical economics and rational choice theories abundant and often valid criticisms of the concept

have also levied against it arrow 1999 solow 1999 fine 2001 durlauf 2002 to name a few solow notes that much of the social capital research is plagued by vague ideas

and casual empiricism academic research can be afflicted by fads and fashions just as much as any other field we believe however that the concept of social capital

can be defined carefully it is a useful concept that should take its place alongside physical and human capital as core concepts of great usefulness to the social

sciences

social capital is often hailed as the solution to many of the problems present in america today but neal s work indicates that this belief may be misplaced the literature

suggests that the levels of social capital in a community affect the way members of the community interact with one another and may also impact the level of crime to
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examine this connection neal examines levels crime in u s cities over several years along with the levels of social capital she finds that there is strong evidence of a

correlation between social capital and crime however it appears that a decrease in crime tends to precede increases in social capital rather than the other way around

in studies of inter organizational relations lor s there is a tendency to look at dyads of flrms and to consider networks as aggregates of such dyads but there are several

roles for a third party a go between this chapter looks at a go between not in the sense of a middleman who intermediates in existing production or trade such as an

agent wholesaler retailer and not in the sense of an entrepreneur who intermediates in the realization of new potential in connecting supply and demand it looks at a go

between in the sense of a relationship counsellor for the development and maintenance of social capital providing support in setting up adapting and ending cooperative

relations between others or in yet different terms to help in the embedding of relati ons in granovetter s 1985 sense uzzi 1997a such roles may be performed by

middlemen or entrepreneurs but also by specialized agents who do not playa direct role in linking stages in a chain of production and distribution as middlemen and

entrepreneurs typically do indeed some of the roles require an independence that is served by not having a direct stake in the relations that need to be developed i

propose that the analysis yields a perspective for looking at the roles of trade and industry associations in european business systems and of banks and trading houses

in japanese enterprise groups kigyo shudan

social capital is a concept which has only recently been incorporated into the social sciences it has been used to explain a series of phenomena ranging from the

creation of human capital and the effectiveness of democratic institutions to the reduction of crime or the eradication of poverty however there is not a general

explanation about how to create social capital that is the aim of this book more concretely it answers the following questions how to create social capital and what

accounts for the different stocks of social capital between states these questions are answered both theoretically and empirically using quantitative and qualitative

analysis as well as game theoretic models

this book contains a number of papers presented at a workshop organised by the world bank in 1997 on the theme of social capital integrating the economist s and the

sociologist s perspectives the concept of social capital is considered through a number of theoretical and empirical studies which discuss its analytical foundations as
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well as institutional and statistical analyses of the concept it includes the classic 1987 article by the late james coleman social capital in the creation of human capital

which formed the basis for the development of social capital as an organising concept in the social sciences
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